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CO , 
EONOBOBORO! 
TO 


THE HONOV- 
RABLE ASSEMBLY 


of the Commons-Houſe 
of Parliament, 


2 Kyo my ſelfe an 


MIC OWNC UNWOY - 
2 thyneſſe too well, to 
be ſo farre in loue 
By with any «ing of 
mine owne, as to thinke it worthy 
publicke view. T hat which once 


Auguitine ſþake of himſelf in hu- 
A2 | mility, 


THE EPISTLE. 
mility 1 muſt ſay of my ſelfe tm 

$-m&D- truth ; Quis ſum ego.*: Homo 
ſum ynausde-multis,nonde mag- 

ms. And '[ know the truth of Sal- 

core 9 11ans obſervation. Omnia dicta 
cant! exiſtimantur quantus eſt ip- 

ſe qui dixit; & qut legunt, non 

tam conſiderant quid legant 

quam cuius legant, nec tam d1- 

ctionis vim-atq; virtutem quam 
dictatoris cogitant dignitatem. So 

that ypon theſe grounds I had great 

reaſon to hane- forborne the Publi- 

ſhing of thu Sermon. Yet againe, 

ſome reaſons there were that were 
preualent with me, to oy it forth, 

Firſt, that F might a little enlarge 

ſome things that ſireights of time, 

would not in the delivery, permit to 

be medled withall. Secondly, it was 


Hy 


'THE-EPISTLE. 
my-defire to leauei.a, Monument, 
and to giue a publicke teitimony of 
my thankefulneſſe to the Honoura- 
ble Houſe, for your ſo faire accep- 
tance, and recompence of ſo weake, 
. and ynworthy a Seruice, as was 
done ,you in'this Sermon. Laſtly, 
endeauours in this kinde haue a 
bleſiing from God, and want not 
their ſucceſſe : F eaſily fore-ſee to 
how many cenſures [ expoſe my 
ſelfe by thus courſe, but Þ haue ſet 
vp my reſt with him. Sufftictunt 
nobisin hac parte ſanctorum ſen- 
ſus & Iudicia, quibus idemſen- 
tientibus, atq,; nos, certtprofecto 
ſumus Deum ipſum ſentire no- 
biſcum : Pravorum hominum 
ſenſus aut parvi eſtimandi ſunt, 
aut nihil omnino factendi, * F 


A} finde 


THEE PIST LE. | 
finds acceptance with thoſe that be 
g00d,and hereby may doe any good, 
F haue enough. The God of Hea- 
uen guide and bleſſe you in all your 
weighty deliberations, and make 
you an happy healing Parliament, 

to make vp all the breaches of the 
Land. | 


Yours humbly deuoted, 


IBrR. DYxs8. 
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| HE 8B, 11.7, 
By Faith Noah being warned of God of things 
not ſeene as yet, moued with feare, prepared an 
Arke, to the ſauing of his Houſe, 


N the latter end ofthe former Chapter, 

\ the Apoſtle had exhorred vnto perſe. 

\ ucrance in the faich. To preſle this 

y home the better, he ſhewes the excel- 
lency of the grace of Faith, 

I. By the excellency of it, init ſclfe 

\ conſidered. Verſc1,2,3. , 

; 2. By a Clowde of witneſſes, by the 

That he ſhewes mupnpdly of Teil i= 

in both the Worlds,the World 

before. and afterthe Flood. 

By all thoſe examples giuing them to vnderſtand 

that all the goodly things that their Fathers had, or 

did, they were beholding vnro faith for them. It ts 

. the Apoſtles purpoſe in this Chapter co ſet the gar- 

!2nd ypon the head of Faith, and for the making of 

this garland, he picks and gathers all the moſt choyce 

and goodly flowers that grow ſcattered chrough the 

garden of the Scriptures, and ſo crownes _ 

: there 
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(2) 
therewith to makea louely, and an amiable grace in 
the cyes of all, | 
This ſencath verſe centaines the example of the 
Faith of N_,o84b,who was the laſt Patriarch ofthe old, 
andthe firſt of the new World, In the verſe we haue 
conſiderable, two ſpeciall things, 
1 Gods gracious 2004neſſe = giving warning. - 
and wercy toON oah, 2 Being warned of God. 
2 Noahs great wiſdome in taking warning. 
This wiſdome of his is ſct forth in three degrees. 
1 He beleenes the warning giuen him, By Faith be- 
ing warned, ec. 
2 He fcarcsit: Moned with feare, 
3 He makes good wſeof the warning, and thereupon 
followes the Counſell of God. | 
For Geddid not only giue him warning of the dan- 
ger, but gaue himalfo counſel], and direQion, how 
to ſecure himſclfe from thedanger,and he raking the 
faire warning, takes alſothe good counſel], and pre- 
pares an Arke : Andalltheſebe three degrees of one 
and the ſame thing, each iſſuing and lowing out of 
other, God giues warning therefore, 1 He beleenrs, 
2 His faith, breedes feare of the calamity approach- 
ing. 3 His feare breedes acare of the preſeruation of 
himſelfe and family. Why builds he an Arketo ſaue 
his houſes Becauſe he feared : Why doth hee feare 2 
Becauſe he beleenes Gods warning : God warnes him, 
therefore he belceves: He beleenes therefore he feares: 
He feares, therefore he provides againſt a rainy day, 
and takesa courſe to hide himſclfe, and his family in 
the day of wrath. For the firſt : Gods mercy and 
goodnefleto Noch, Being warned of God, 


The 


3 © © 
Theold World was growne toan horrible height 
of iniquity. The Children of God , the poſterity of 
Seth, made morgrell marches with the daughters of 
men, the poſterity of Caize, Thoſe: mongrell mar- 
ches brought forth a monſ{trousbrood, who defiled, 
and polluted the very earth, God ſaw the earth ſo de» 
filed with their villanies, that he derermines to bring 
ſuch a iudgement vpon the earth, as ſhould not on- 
ly ſweepe thoſe monſters from offthe earth, but ſuch 
an one as ſhould lay the earth a ſoake, and ſhould 
waſh and wrince ic from the filth and defilement 
where-with they had corrupted it. Ged hauing ſet 
downe this determination, he dork not preſently put 
it in execution ; but firſt acquaints Noh with his pur- 
poſe, and giues him warning of ir, and that te this 
end, that he might giue the world warning: For as 
God by immediate reuclation, gaue Noah warning, ſo 
Noah by preparing the Arke, gaue the World war. 
ning ofa iudgement comming, and that vnlefle ſome 
courſe were raken to preuent ir,they were all in dan» 
ger to bee ſwept away with a Flood; from which 
courſe of Gods : Learne, Ped 
Gods fairedealing in the adminiſtration, and ex- 
ecution of Tuſtice - Scldome orneuer doth God bring 
generall indgements vpona people,but he glues them- 
faire warning. He doth not ſtrike men at vnawares, 
and ſaddainly ſurpriſe them, without any notice gi- 
uen of his purpoſes. Ezech. 33. 3» When the ſword 
comes vppon. the Land, hte muſt blow the Trampet, 
and warne the people, The Prophet verſe 7, "Mut 
beare the word at Gods month, and warne them from 
him. Yea, ſo carcfull is God that itbe done, thatif - 
> « B ca e 


| : 

caſe it be negleed, he threatens to reckon ſharply 
with thoſe whom he betruſts with that office, verſ; 8, 
God will require #/oo4atſuch mens hands. God doth 
not ſnatch vp the ſword intro his hand. and preſent. 
ly cut men of ; but 7/4, 7. 12. Firſt, God whers his 


ſword , bends his bow, makes it ready ; prepares the in- 


fruments of death. And all this whetting time, the 
time of making ready, and preparing, is a warning 
time. God whets, and makes ready in mens fighr, 
and ia mens hearing, that the very noyſe of his whet- 
ting, may glue them warning of his intentions, And 
Dent. 32.41.42. God firft whets his Sword before it 
devonres fleſh, and God ficit takes hold on indgement, 
before his 1udgements take hold on men, 

Godliues by his owne rule, and by the ſame Law, 
he gaue his people in their warres. Deazer, 20.10.13, 
Hee would not havethem fall foule preſently vppon 


their encmics, but they muſt deale fairely with them. ' 


And it was the benefit of this Law.,that the wiſe wo. 
man of .zbel challenged atthe hands of 1946 2, Sam, 
20.18, and blames him that hee was come to ſwal- 
low vp, and neucr according 10 the ancient Law of 
Armes giues them any parley, or warning of his pur- 
poſes, So fairely deaies God in his inflaite goodnefſe 


with men, beforc hee comes to ſwallow vp, and: to 


deſtroy ; hee firit pgiucs warning, and offers fayre 
quarter. Therefore, Hoſ. 5. 8, God blowes the Tram. 
pet before he drawes the ſword ; not a Trumpet for an 
Alarme, and for the battle ; but a Trumperto giue 
warning that a battle is liks to come. God hath 
his warning peeces ; and his murdering peeces : 
God. neuer diſchargeth his murderiog. , till hee 


haue 


(5) 
haue diſcharged his- Warning anes. 

The King of $5r:4his plot and policy, was ſudden- 
ly andat vnawarres, to ſurpriſe the King of 1ſael, 2, 
King. 6. 8. He would go covertly, audcloſly to worke 
leaſt the King of /ſ7ael hauing intelligence of his de- 
ſigne, he might thereby fruſtrate his ation, God 
oocs not fo covertly to worke, but as one that would 
be willing to be kept off. and put by, he himſtfe glues 
intelligence of his intentions, hee doth dfore-hand 
acquaint men with his projets. Jer. 18: r1; behold 
1 frame enill againſt you, and deniſe a device againſt you, 
T hus God deales and gines warwing, 

x. That if itbepoſſible, men might bee brought to 
ſveh repentance, as might preuent the threatned e- 
vill. Ter. 18.11. | 
. 2. That he may provide for the good of his owne, 
Sometimes God will deliuer ſome of his people from 
the calamity. Sometimes he will haue ſome of them 
vndergo it. In reference to both, he gines warning, 

3. To ſuch as ſhall be dcliuered in the day of wrath: 
If wrath ſhould come without warning, it might 
findeof Gods owne people, from vader couert, and 
ſo they might prooue aprey to the tndgement, Exod. 
9. 18, 19. God had a purpoſe that many ofthe Zgyp= 
#1ans ſeruints and Cattle ſhould eſcape, and not bee 
Naine, in that terrible ſtorme of fire and hayle, God. 
therefore giucs warning of the ſtorme, that ſo they 
might be honſed that ſhould eſcape. If they had had 
no warning, they had beene abroad in theficlds; and 
ifin the ficlds when the ftorme came, they had pe- 
riſht inevitably. God hath a purpoſe in a ſtorme ro 
faue ſome of his, therefore hee giues thera warning 

| 2 that 


' y 
& - 
I 
al * 


peg o_— ns xd 
RE LC ELIE 


(6) 

that they may getan houſe oucr their keads before 
the ſtorme come: What had Noh beene better then 
all che reſt of the vngodly World, if God had nor 
given him warning : God warned him that hee might 
be ſafe in the evill day, When iudgements come, 


| andare walking abroad, God would haue his people 
 withih, doores, in their Chambers, their doores 


them. 1ſc26 20,21.and theretore to this 
end giueKhem warning. 2. In reference to ſuch as 
ſhall vadeFgoe common calamity , God giues them 
warning thatthey may lay in,and Iay vp that which 
may ſupport and vphold them in the time of diſtreſſe, 
God would haue the demeanourand behauiour of his 
people inthe day of calamity, be different fromother 
mens. He would have them beof erected ſpirits ,free 
from thoſe diftreſsing perplexities,that orhers ſhalbe 
ſwallowed vp withall, Therefore hee gives warning 
that ſo they may gather that which may flirengthen 
them at ſuch a time - certainely if God ſhould giue no 
yearning, there wonld bee little difference ſcene and 
diſcerned betweene the righteous, and the wicked ; be. 
tweene him'that ſerueth God, and him that ſerues hing 
wot. Mal, 3, 18, Little difference would bee ſcene in 
thei: carriages vnderthe preſſures of calamity : You 
ſhould ſee Exery man with his hands on his leynes, as 
& Woman in trauaile, aud all jaces turned into pale- 
meſſe. Ter. 30. 6. God would haue his people haue 
more blood. in their faces, thenthe common ſort wil 
haue in ſuch a time, Ged would not haue Faith and 
Religion ſo pale faced, and ſo whice liuer'd,as civility, 
and morality,will be at ſuch arime., Therefore God 
Siucs them warning, that fo their proutfions may be 


ſuch 


2 (7) | 
ſuch a gainſt the day of cuill 4 as that their carriages 
may be maſculine, beſceming Godand Religion, 

3, That God may be iuſtified, and cleare, when ,.,;. ... »; 
he iudges. Pſa. 51. 4. God doth it togag, and tÞ fireferi com 
muzzle the mouth of iniquity ; and ro put ro ſilence #9749.047 fie 
the cauilling ignorance of fooliſh men, What can tape ( 
be pleaded agaiaft the iuſtice of Gods pyoceedings, 24 ? >erve, 

p . . male ect! 
when God may lay to men, as Renber ro fis brethcn. = So_— 
Ges. 42.22. Didnot I warne you, ſaying finnot? _ {off , ques ne 

Oneft, How doth God giue warning of wrath, and 0070064 
indgemen:s comming ? x 5 per :| 

Anſ. 1. Goa giues warning many wayes. Auguſt de tems N 

t. by extraordinary, and immediate Reuclation, *** 
Thus was Noah heere warned of God, zeyus1:3:#s-The 
ſame word that is vied of the warning giuen to the 
Wiſmen.  I4tt. 2.12.x1mencv7s,warncd of God Ged 
in adreame immcdiately warned them, And thus 
wereall the Prophets warnedof God, of the indge- 
ments that were to come vpon the Iewes, and other 
Nations, And thus ſpecially is that to be vaderſtood, 
Amss 3 7. Surely the Lord God will age nothing, but 
he reneales his ſecrets vnto his ſernants the Prophets. 
God by the extraordinary reuelation of his ſpirir,gaue 
them warning what hee meant to doe, Thus Ged 
made knowne to Nebucadnezar what ſhould come to 
paſſe afterwards, Daniel 2. 29, 

2, By prodigtous fignes, and ſtrange wonders, 
both in Heauen and carth. God calls his worke of 
iudgement, aſtrauge worke ; and 4 ſtrange att. 1ja. 
28.2 1. And when God doth theſe france aiFs, and 
workes of nationall judgements, hee giaes warnings 
many times therof by ſome itsange precurſory figaes 
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. andprodigies : Commonly ſome ſtrange premoni- 


tory ſignes fore=runne, ſtrange executions of juſtice: 
We haue atext for it. Zuke 21, 11, Greatearthquakes 
ſhalbe in diuerſe places, aud famines, and peſtilences, 
and fearefall fights, and great ſignes foal! there bee 
from Heanuen ; Andio it came to paſle before the de- 
ſtruQion of 7eruſalewms by a prodigious comer, and 0+ 
ther fearcfyll fights God gaue them warning of their 
approaching ruine. 

Wee ſhall ſeldome finde any calamitous time to 
haue befallen this kingdome which hath not had a 
fore-warning giuen of it by ſome prodigious things - 
ſuch as was the rayning of blood at Yorke, ſometime 
before the Danes entrance into the Land,and others 
many of the like nature,as they know wel that are but 
anything ſeene into our Chronicles. And what in- 
conuenicnce can it beto coniecture,that God by that 
prodigious blazing Starre, 4x0 1618. gauethe chur- 
ches warning of the heauie and lamentable times 
that haue ſince enſued, 8&yet happily are tocnſue, God 
had a trange worke, anda ffrangead to doc, and he 
eaue warning of it by as ſtrange a blazing Starre as 
hadbin ſeene in many ages, God ſpeakes by all ſuch 
fignes, and therefore wee reade of the words of Gods 
ſignes,aud wonders, Pſal, 105.27. fothe words are ori» 
ginally, And ſo ofthe voyce of his fignes, Exod. 4.8. 1f 
they will not hearken to the voyce of the firſs ſigne, Ther- 
fore Gods fignes haue words, haue a veyce,they ſpeake 
nor onely to our eyes, but to our cares alſo, They are 
not only to be gazed vpon, but to be hearkenedto, 

Pſal. 106,7. 0 ur fathers vnderſtood wot thy wonders in 
Egyps, Gods wondets then haue alanguage, and they 
are 


| = 6} 
are not onely tobee looke yppon, buttheir language 
muſt be vnderſtood. Now their words are Monitory 
words, their language is a Monitory language, and 
they giue vs warning that ſome great iudgements are 
at hand. 

3 Godgiues warning by the miniſtery of the word. 
Though Gods miniſters haue not 8n Oraculous war- 
ning by Immediate Revelation;yer they may ſee an e- 
vill in the cauſes, as a ſtorme in the black clouds, and 
by conſidering, and comparing things preſent, with 
things paſt, and looking into Gods ancient wayes' 
may ſeeinthe general that miſchiefe is comming,and 
ſo from God giue warning. Z//ha hath his ſword as 
wel as Tehn,and Hazael.1,Reg. 19.17, And when Eliſha 
vnſheathes and brandiſhes his ſword,it is a fayre wat- 
ning that the ſword of /ch#, and Hazact are at hand, 
God cuts downeby his Prophets, and ſlayes by the words 
of his mouth, Heſ. 6.5. before hee bringes in enemyes 
to kill and flay,and when his Miniſters are killing and 
{laying it is a warning figne that enemyes ſhall come 
to doe the like, So Ieremy rootes owt,pnlles downe, de- 

ftroyes, and throwes downe Kingdomes, ler.1,t0. And 
when Ieremy begins to plucke vp & deſtroy,itis an ill 
figne that Babylonians, and other nations are com- 
ming at handto doetheſame worke. Whatſocuer ye 
bind on earth ſhalbe bound in heauen;and ſowhatſoe- 
uer yee roote Out on Earth ſhalbe rooted out in hea» 
uen, is not onely true ofanextraordinary and prophe- 
ticall Miniſtry, but ofthe ordinary ftanding miniſtry 
of the Church,when Miniſters go to worke Clawe non 
errante,and follow the rules and grounds of the word. 
The watchman giues warning, Ee, 33.3,but hon 
ce 
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(ro) 
he blew the trumpet, and giue warning, When Gods 
watchmen blow the trumpet, then God giucs war- 
ning. Specially then are the warnings of Gods Mini= 
ſters to be taken as warnings from God, when God 
ſhalſtirre vprhe harts of his ſeruants euery where in al 
parts, & places ofa kingdome far diſtant, and remore 
each from other, to giue warning toa Kingdome, 
That looke aSit 1s an argument of the diuine authori- 
ty of prophetical Scriptare, that the Prophets though 
they liucd in diuerſe places and ages of the world, yet 


'they ſoalagreed inone&the fame truth as ifthey had 


all ſpoken by one mouth, Hence Luke. 1,70. As he ſpake 
by the month ef his holy Prophets, There were many Pro. 
phets yet but one monrh,they all ſo agreed that though 
there were diuerſe perſons, yet but one mouth, as hee 
ſpake by rhe mouth, nor the mouthes of his holy Pro. 
phets which hane beene ſince the world began, So heere, 
when God doth ſtirre vp his ſeruants in -1! parts of 
a kingdome, and ſets them all on works as wich one 
mouth to giue warning of wrath, it my be taken for 

no lefle thena divine warning from Gud himl!. Ife, 
4 Godgiues warning by his adminiſtration, and 
dealing with other nations,and Churches Gods rods 
arenot only ſmarting reds to them ypon whom they 
are. but they are monitory & #47712g rods to thoſe ye 
p6 wh6as yetthey are not. Zep. 3.57 1 hane ont off nats.. 
615.1 haut made their ſtreets wait exe what was one end 
God had in it?To giue Ierufalem warniogs!ſaid, ſurety 
thou wilt feare m8. thou wilt receine nj their 
dwelling ſhould not be cut off, Goa then aimed at this 
in his [udgemenrs vpon other narions that Ierufalem 
ſhould take warning. Then God giues warning wh@ he 
puts 
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 plits the ſword into comiſſion, It is warning when he 


whets his ſword, but much more when he pgiues the 

ſword a Commiſſion. FFetiel. 14. 17. If 1ſ:y, Sword 
got through 8 land, ſo tht I cut off man and beaſt from 

ft, There isrhe ſword put in Commiſſion and being 

{o put in Commiſſion , thereis waraing giuen of ap- 

proaching calamitie, We may know the {word tobe 

in Commiſſion as wee know the Judges of Afsize to 

bee, When weſcethe Tudges ride circuite, and goe 

from one ſhire towne to another, and doe executions 

vppon malcfators : then weeknow they have their 

Commiſſions - Iudges may not ride circuit without 

their Commiſſions, So when wee ſee the ſword ride 

circuit, anddoe Executions euery where as it goes 

and cannot bee ſtaide, but it proſpers and preuailes, 

then without all queſtion it is in Commiſsion- When 
it gocs through Lands,and Provinces, and Churches, 

and cuts off manand beaſt, then queſtionleſſe God 

hath ſaid, Sword, Go. Sce ler.47.6,7. 0h thou ſword of 
the Lord, how long willit bee ere thon bee quiet:putwp thy 
ſelfe into thy ſcabberd,ve# and be flill, Like enough Aſh. 

keloz.and the Philiſtins vſcd allthe policie,and power 

they could : but all their Combinations, Confedera-» 

cies, Leagues, Vaions,could dono good, Forall theſe 

the ſword was reltleſle, and proſpered ſtrangely, and 


| notby any weakenefle of theirs, nor by any ſtrength 


of the enemy the vicory ſtillloſt+ ſo as a diuine hand 
of God was manifeſt therein, What might the reaſon 
ofall this bc? It hada charge: How can it be quiet, ſeeing 

the Lord hath ginen it a charge azainft Aſhkelon, 
When the ſword hath a Commiſſion, it doth as 
Samuel did, 1, Sa9.7.16, He went from yeare to yeare its 
C circuit 


(12) X 
circuit 10 Bethel, and Gilgal and CMizpeh, and indoid 
Iſrael in allthoſeplaces, and his retaurne was 16 Ramah. 
Now looke then,as when Samuel was at Bethel, then 
they had warning that hee was comming to Gilgal, 
when he was at Gi/ga/rhen had they warning that hee 
was comming to do Iudgment at XMizpeh ; So when 
the ſword is once walking circuit to iudpe, if it bee 
come to Bethel, it isa warning thatit is comming to 
Gilzal, if at Gilgal, there is a warning for Mizpeh, Let 
other Kingdomes, and Churches, that ſtand by and 
looke on, let them take this a$a warning from God, 
that the ſword is comming to execute iudgements a- 
moneſt them. Then itis a warning that God will giue 
men tothe ſword : when exill goes forth from nation to 
nation, ler. 15. 3:. And why ſhould other nations bee 
amazed,and their Kings be horribly afraid,and trem- 
ble cuery man for his owne life in the day of Egypts 
fall by the ſword, Zzech. 32. io. were it not but that 
.Gods dealing with Egypt, werea warning ofthe like 
wrath,and ruine comming vpon themſelues 2 
5 God giues warning by doing, as P/al, 78. 50, 
He made a way to his anger,he game their life ouer to the 
pros God brought the peſtilence amongſt them, 
ut yet firſt he made a way for his anger, and his ma» 
king ofa way, wasa warning that wrath was com- 
ming, God whea he meanesthat wrath ſhall enter in- 
deed, hee dothnot preſently let it breake in ; but firſt 
wakes a way for it, takes all thingsout of the way, thar 
may ſtop or hinder it in its paſſage, or be any rubto ir 
inits entrance. Now then when we ſee God prepa- 
ring, and making the way, then hee giues warning of 
wrath comming, and being at hand.. When Chriſt 
| was 
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was to manifeſt himſelfe in his miniſterie, firſt r9hy 
Baptiff muſt come before him, and his office was, 
Markeat.z, Topreparethewayofthe Lord, Now then 
thoſe that had eyes to ſee hw Baprift preparinga 
way for Chriſt, might eaſily ſee that God paue war- 
ning, that Chriſt himſelte was ſhortly ro come : be. 
cauſe Iohn was preparing 4 way for him, So when God 
is preparing a way for wrath, ſuch as haneeyes to ſee 
the way preparing, may fee God giuing warning, that 
fome heauie iudgement and- calamitie is at hand. 
Whenthe Kings harbengers come before, and pre- 
pare forthe King, it is a warning toſuch places that 
the King is comming. God ſo deales in the bringing 
in of iudgements vpon a nation,as hedidin bringing 
in that great plague vponthe Church, ia bringing in 
Antichriſt into the world, 2. The. 2. 7, 7 be miſtery of 
zniquitie doth already worke, oneiy hee who letteth will 
let, untill he bee taken out of the way.That plague was 
breeding long before ir brake forth and came to ripe- - 
neſſe - but there was 8 70'#a7e'y 9; namely,the Roman 
Echnick Emperours that ſtood in the way, and till 
they were firſt done out of the way, the man of fſinne 
couldnot enter: but when that let ſhould be taken out 
of the way,and ſo a way made, They ſhall chat witked 
one be renealed,v.3.50 that when that ler was done a- 
way.andſoa way making,ſuch as had then eyes to ſee 
it, might ſee that God gaue warning that Antichriſt 
was now comming into the world. So itis inthis caſe, 
Iudgement is breeding long before it comes. God 
hath a purpoſe to bring it, butyet many times there 
bee ſome lets inthe way that it cannot well come till. 
they bee remoued ; God therefore prepares, and 
C 2 makes 
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ws, £07 | 
that, 1/ay» 3+" 7; 2+ 3 With the eight verſe, In the 
eight verſe, God threatens the ruine and the fall of 
Ind4h and leruſalem. But will God come ſuddainly vp- 
pon them 7 No, he will give them faire warning: But 
how? By making way for their fatallblow. and for the 
Lions clawesby the tecth of the Mo47h. Firſt before the 
Lyon comes they ſhal ſee away making for him by the 
mathe Ver i» 2.3. for the Lord of hoaſt doth take away 
from leruſalem, and from Indah the ſtay and the ſtaffe. 
Firft God beforehe ruines them will weaken them, 
and by ſome piecurſory judgment wil infeeble them 
by taking fro m them whatſocuer might ſtrengthen 
them againſt anenemy, thar when an enemy comes, 
they ſhal haue no ſtay, nor ſtaffe to reſt ypon againſt 
bim. Ifan enemy doe offer to make an invaſion; yet 
if apcople be well ſtored wich proviſions, they haue 
good ſtore of bread, trading bequick,thatthere be no 
generall pouerty and penury in the Land ,it isa great 
ſtay againſt an enemy, itisa ftrong threed inthe gar- 
ment, Againe it anenemy doe attempt an invaſion, 
yet if the ſtate be wel furniſhe with Prudenr, Ancient, 
experienced Counſelors, if withal it be wel prouided 
of braue ſouldiers, men of war, mighty men, Cap- 
taines of fifty,braue Leaders,&Commande rs,this isa 
great ſtay to aſtate,theſebe ſtrong threeds inthe cloth 
that will not ſuffer it caſily tobe rent. It will bee hard 
to rend ſuch cloth aſunder that hath ſuch ſtrong 
threeds.in itz Therefore that it may the caſter be rent in 
pieccs God will ſend: ſome Tudgment before hand that 
-moath-like ſhall cate aſunder thoſe threeds, hee will 
briggin the decay of trading which isthebread of a 
 Land;hee willapw takeaway one Priudent man;then 
: C 3 agother 
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another, now-ſuch a manef warre;and then another, 
and thus by degrees ſo weaken them that when an 
enemy ſhould come hauing al refiſtances remoued he 
may with all eaſe ruine Iudahand Ieruſalem. Thus Iu- 
dah by the 2494h had warning of the Lyoy,- and 
when God made their State and their Kingdome a 
motheaten Kingdome, he thereby gauethem warning 
that they ſhould afſuredly fall, and ruine. 

2 The Hoyer, When God meanes to bring Iudge- 
ment vpon a Kingdome hc giues warning thereof by 
premiſing and fore-ſending-, the hornet. 23, 28. 1 
will ſend Hornets before thee which fhall driue ont the 
Hinite, the (anaanitebefore thee, What that Hornet is 
wee may ſeev, 27. 1 will ſend my feare before thee, and 
will deffroy all the people ts whons thou ſhalt come and 1 
will make all thine enemies turne their backes vnto thee, 
This Hornet then was nothing elſe but the miſgiuing 
feare of the Canaanites ſelfe-codemning conſciences, 
which ſhould take all heart and courage from them, 
that they ſhould not be ableto ftand it out in the day 
of battaile, but their owne guilty conſciences repre. 
ſenting vnto them their deſerts,ſhould Horyer-like fo 
ſting them with feare, that they ſhould turne their 
backes tothe Iſraclites. Andthis was that which Rahab 
told the ſpices, and vpon which ſhee concludes that 
the Land was theirs, Joſh. 2. 9. 11. 1 know the Lord hath 
given you the Land. How did ſhe know it? ſhe ſaw the 
Hornet was come before, &haditung the Canaanites, 
and thereby gaue watning of ruine, And that your ter- 
rour is fallen vpon vs,6that all the inhabitants ofthe land 

faint becauſe of you, And as ſoone 4s we' had btard theſe 


things onr hearts did melt, neither did there remaine any 
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mare conrege in any man becauſe of you. Here was the 
ftinge of the Hornet, here was the Hornet making way 
for wrath. © If the Canaanites had had courage and 
ſpirit, and ſhould haue ſtood ſtoutly, and brauely to 
it,it would not haue been ſo eafje a matter for 1ſraet 
to haue conquered Caxaey, but now becauſe God 
would ruine the Canaanites, and giue ae! their 
land, therefore hee ſends the Horxet before ro make 
way fortheir entrance, and ſo to ſting them thar all 
Courage, and Heart might be taken away. And when 
the Canaanites feele this ftinging Horner, then haue 
they plaine warning that their Deſolation is approa- 
ching. This is that Hormet which God ſent before the 
 Medes,to make way for the deſtruQion of the Babyle- 
' wians, Efay. 13.7 8,9. And this is that Horner, that 
made way for the Babylonians to ruine lerufalem, ler. 
6 24. Wee hane heard the fame thereof, our hands waxe 
feeble, anguiſh hath taken hold of vs, and paine as of a 
Woman in trauaile, This was that Horner, that made 
Pharaohs armes fall downe, Exech, 30.25, and his ſword 
10 fall out of his hands,4v,22: Hee was ſoſtunge at the 
heart with the feareof the King of Babylon, that he 
had neither ſtrength tolift vp his arme,nor to hold his 
ſword-in.his hand. As the Meath takes away all out- 
ward ſtayes and helps , ſo the Horner takes away in» 
ward Spirit, and Courage, And whenboth theſe are 
taken away, how fairea way is prepared for an enemy. 
Where ever then mens hearts melt with the feare of 
an enciny, -from the guile of ſelfe-condemning.con- 
Iciences, it is2 warning from God,that wrath is com- 
6 God giues watning by his graduall departure 
from a nation and a Church, When God meanesthat 
007 © Judgement 
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Indgment ſhall come, he himſclfe will firſt depart, 
and as Indgementſhall come, fowill hegoe. Iadge- 
meat comes not all at once vppon a nation but by de- 
grces, and God giues it an admiſsion by a graduall re- 
ceſle anddeparture. Now then whenſocuer God bee 
gianes to goe, then is ita faire warning that Iudge- 

ment is comming. In theninth, tenth, end cleuenth 
Chapters of EJekiel,God makes diuers remoues, And 
we ſhall ſtill obſerue that as hee goes out. ſo ſome new 
Tudgement comesin- I, Heremoues from the Che- 
rubins in the Oracle,to the threſhold, Chap.y.3-and vp. 
pon that remoue ſee what followes, ver. $,5,7, &c. 
2. Hee remoues tothe Cherubins on the right ſide 
of the houſe,Cap.ro,r,and vpon that remoue ſee what 
followes,v. 2. 3. He remoues to the Eaſt gate of the 
houſe, andthe firſt entrance into the Temple, Cap. 10, 
19. and ſee what foilowes vppon that, Cap.11.8. 9, 10, 
4., He remoues to Mount Oliuet quite out of the ci- 
tic, Cap. 23, And when God as gonequiteour, 
then followed the fatall calamity in the ruine rtherof, 
Thus ſtill as God went our, Judgementcame in,and by 
theſe ſteps of hisdeparrure, hee gave warning of the 
comming of Indgemceat, When God is atthe thre. 
old, loan is at the doores. So 4m05.9.1. 1 ſaw 
the Lyrd ftanding uppon the Altar, But what doth'the 
Lord ſtanding vppoathe Altar ? His ſtation was be- 
tweene the Cherubins in rhe Holy place : Gine eare 
thon that dwelleſt betweene the Chernbins. ' Pſal, '$0, 1, 
What then meancs the Lords ſtanding vpon the Al- 
tar ? ſurely it meanesno good, Tt isa figne God was 
going, he hath made a ſtep from the Cherubins to the 
Altar, andſce what followes in that place:namely ; a 
terrible ſearence of Iudgement. | God isat the Altar 


when 
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when this ſentence is pronounced, It is in this caſe as 
it was in that, Numb. 12.9 10. Theanger of the Lord 
was kindled againſt them, and be departed, When God 
is angry,then will he depart, And what it he doe, what 
will follow? +nd the cloude departed from off the T aber- 
pacie, and bebold Miriam became Leprous, No ſooner 
doth Ged depart, but indgement comes in his roome. 
So that when God beginnes to ſer his firſt foote for- 
ward, it isafaire warning of cuill comming. The de- 
ſtroying Angells could do nothing to Sodome, fo long 
as Lot was there : neither can deſolatory Tudgements 
hauc power ouer a Nation ſo long as God is graci- 
ouſly preſent withrhem, Therefore as when Lor went 
out of Sodore, in that day fire and brimeſtone came 
downe vpon Sodome,ſo when God once goes, then are 
calamitics ready tocrowde in vpon a Nation. 

Now Ge4s departure hath certaine foote.ſteps, 
which are Ominous preſages of ſorrow at hand. 

x When Idols and Idolatrie enter into a land, 
When Gods Arke came into Dagons Temple, then 
Dagon dropt downe, but whea Dagon comes into 
Gods Temple, and riſes and is aduanced there, then 
God is going. Sec Ezek. 8.5.6. There was an Imageof 
Tealouſie, and therefore God would goe farre off from his 
Sanduary, Specially are Gods iealous eyes prouoked, 
when the caſe isas EJek.4.3.1. T hat but 4 wall betweene 
God, aud 1dols, Helikes no ſuch neere neighbours, he 
will be gon rather then brooke ſuch neighbourhood. 
Nay, it isa fignethat God is already in ſome meaſure 
gon, forhad 3e held his owne ſtation and pofleſsion, 
how could they haue entred. Such a ſteppe preſages 
great calamirtie. 

2 Whenthe miniſterie of a Church, beginnes 
to grow corrupt and vaſounde in Doctrine and man- 

D ners : 
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ners: when Trueth and Holineſſe departs, God departs. 
Hereupon a corrupt miniſtrie made a preſage of cala- 
mitic.Hoſ.g.7. T he dayes ofwiſitatiou are come,the dayes 
of recompence are come, 1ſrael ſhall know it, Nay Iſrael 
may know it before they come: But how?T he Prophet 
is a foole,the ſpirituall manis mad, When Prophets,and 
ſpirituallmen once begin to be fooles,and co be mad, 
to be our of their ſpirituall wits, and out of the way of 
trueth,then looke for the dayes of viſitation : becauſe 
when trueth gocs, God gocs, and when he gocs no 
good can come. 

3 Irisa manifeſt ſtep of Gods departure, when it is 
witha Nation,as it was with Sampſon. Inde.17.20. He 
wiſt not that the Lord was departed from him. But God 
was departed from him ; and how appeared it? wv. 19. 
She began toaffiitt him, & his flrensth went ſrom him:he 
thought he world do as at ether times, but could not, Ar 
other times he brake the green withes, at other times 
he brake new roapes,at other times he went away with 
the pinne of the beame, at other times he was ſtill too 
good for the Philiſtins, but now he could not «oc agat 
other times. God was departed from him, and there- 
ypon followcd that miſery,v.2 1. They put out his eyes, 
they put him in fetters of braſſe. &s. Gods departure 
gauc watning of all this ſorrow, & in that his ſtrength 
went from him, thar he ceuld nor doe as at other 
times;this was the impreſſion of Gods departing foote. 
Thus is it with a State & Nation. If God depart from 
them, he thereby giues them warning to looke for 
Philiſtins, fetrers of brafſe,and the priſon houſe, And 

then may a Nation know that God is departing if not 

departed, when theic itrength is departed from them, 

& they cannot doe as they have done at other times, 

Tharſame is an cuidencftep of Gods departure, Pſ;5o 10, 
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Wilt not thou O God which hadft caff vs off? and thou 0 
God which didſt not zoe out with our armies, When God 
then goes not forth with a peoples armies, he caſts the 
off, he departs from them. And thus God departed 
from Egypt, and gaue them by this ſtep of his depar- 
ture, warning of their deſtruQion, ley. 45. 14. 19, Stand 
faſt, prepare thee, for the ſword ſhall qewoure round about 
thee furniſh thy ſe!fe te goe into captivitie,But what ligne 
or likelihood of Capriuities See v. 15, 16, Why are thy 
valiant men ſwept away? they Hood not becauſe the Lord 
did drive them; be made many 10 fall yea one jell upon an- 


" other, andthey ſ2id : Ariſe, let vs g0e againe to our ewne 


people, ad to the landof our natinity from the oppreſſing 
ſword. God was departed from them, their enemies 
beatethem, great reaſon hath Egypr to take warning 
ofſword and Captiuitic comming vpon her - when a 
Nations ſhield is gon, what can they looke for, but 
to be bread for their enemies? And thus doth God 
giue warning inthecſe particulars, 

Take we here notice, of Gods gratious dealing with 
this finfull Englith nation. Our fins are ſuch, that God 
might haue don with vs as with Sedome, Lans.4.6.T bat 
was 61erthrown 45 in a monsent.God might ſodainly haue 
ſurpriz*d vs and haue ler in the lood of his wrath to 
haue ſwallowed vs vp ina moment.But here may I ſay 


as Pani, Row.nt,z2, Behold the goodnes.,and the ſtueriticof 


Gol: The Severity of God, in his purpoſes of wrath a- 
oainſt vs: The Goodneſſe of God, in his gratious war- 
niogs, wherein he giues vs intelligence of his Intent1- 
ons. This day is our trueth fulfilled in our eyes. we ſee 
it istrue for our parts,that God giues faire warnings be- 


fore judgement ccaze vpon a people, Godneuer gaue - 


any fairer warning then he hath giuen vs : wee haue 
had warnings ia all theſe kindes : For, 
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1: What if Tſhould ſay,that God gives vs warning 
by Oracle? Secmes he not to doe it, Apoc. 3,10. Speaks 
henot of an houre of tempration which ſhall come wpon all 
the world? Secmes not that houre to be already begun? 
Surely if that Scripture looke ſo far towards the ends 
of the world,and if meant of an hovre of temptation, to 
comein this laſt houre of the world: then may we ſay 
of this,as our Sauiour Chriſt of that, T his is the houre, 
and the power of darkeneſſe, The preſent troubles of the 
Church,may tccm to be thebeginning of that houre- 
But to let this paſle,if God warne not vs thus, yet want 
we no warnings. 

2 Ifprodigious fignes and wonders bee warnings, 


then iudge if God haur not warned vs. Befids that com-: 


mon warning, which God gaue vs with the reſt of his 
Churches,in that prodigious Comet we haue had pe- 
culiar warnings in this kinde. God gaue vs warning in 
that wonder of the doubled Tydes in the Riverof 
Of which Thames.God gaucys warning iathat earthquake March 
thing Imay 27,1626,God gaue vs faire warning inthat prodigious 
{nw pine ftorme in the Citie, that fetcht the dead bodies out of 
Aug. ſpeakes their graues; together with thar ſtupendious ſight vpon 
os prodigi- the water, And amongſt gjuers others, [ dare not ſlight 
God gaue a that hang of God in { ending TIoha F rithes preparation t0 
ny : the Croſſe, inthe Fiſh belite ro the Vniuerfitic of Cam- 
mh frmm bridge,alittle before the Comencement. That ſuch a 
f#1r?2,.d7 booke.ſhould in ſuch a manner, & to ſuch a place,and 
pximpanſ ;- arſuch atimebe ſent-when by reaſon of peoples con- 
fait, 9xanrum AGENCE Out of all parts, notice might be giuen to all 
malum erit il y)aces ofthe land, (in my appreh«nfiony5it can be con- 
| oma hor ſirucd for nolefſe, then a divine warning, and to haue 
Aug deciuit. this VOyCce with it, England prepare for the Croſſe, 
D« #4,34.23. 3 Andhowlong,and hoy loude hath the —_— 
ria 


En 
riall Trumpet ſounded in our cares? Hath it not ſoun- 

ded like the Trumpet in Mount Sinai? Exod, 19, 13. 16. 

Haue wee not heard it very /ong, and exceeding loude, 

Haue not Geas watchmen from their watch-Towers a 

long while cryed as Eſay,z 1.8. 4 Lyon, 4 Lyon,Haue we 

not in this kinde been warned vnto wearyſomneſle, 

4 But what warnings hath God giuen vs in the Cas wee its nerws 
lamities,and miſerics of our neighbour, and ſiſter Chur- 74 79bar cor- 
ches? Have wee r.ot ſeene the {word in Commiſhon and , "— " 
ypon Circuit? Hath irnot circuited from Bohemia to the nature infir- 
Palatinate? from thence into other Provinces of Germa- = _ pi 
ny,and ſo vp the borders of Dexmark:Haue we not ſcene ——_— 
a diuine hand in all the Churches loſſes, Victory 8& ſuc- Nemo almd 
ceſle going with theenemie,though ther have not wan: 77/77*!r:/e 
ted equall power,and forces to match with them? Nay, /rorum vitis 
tocome necre home: Hath not the ſword ceazed vpon NES. 
our 05-ne Armics? Hath it not begunne to cate Engliſh 142, 3; prmas 
Fleſh ,and drinke Engliſh Blood? Warnes it not vs faire- #9/4m rradi- 
ly, thar it is bending irs courſe, and laying its roads tos 77, 717d: 
wards $? | he T.ord threatens theEdomires Zſay, 34.6. vires valere 
T hat the ſword ſhall be filled with blord, and be made fat [** aſam vt 


cCopnoſceremus 


with fatacſſe : and elſe where, that it {hall be Arunke with meritorum hoc 


| blood. The {word bath been a long while kept leane, hun- /#4* nn v4 


rium.1d 


gry and rhirity,and hath not fed on ourflcſh and blood. 
Is it not to be teared,that now it hath got i ſmatch, it will Noon vice: 
like an bunger-ſierued Wolfe, fall fo much the fierce- 77290 75: 


- Ke. tum ardere vis 
lier, and greedilier vponvs? Yea, doth nor God hercby dimnsſedipſt 


1 [ : ' 1 b 4 I 1477 ar (111149% 
give warning, that hee will prouide a more liberall feaſt £1 auid hee 


for the {word,cuen vnto ſatrſſe and drunkenneſſe? If the (pronefes)mats 
ſword ypon ocher Nations, bee Gods warnings to vs of n mp 
this Nation; then much more the ſword yponthole of ;,Z,., 4 


tamen flams 


our ownce Nation is a warning from God to vs, that he mas quitms ar- 
intends to haue a great ſacrifice amongſt vs. * SSINNOn- 


memm.Saty. 
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5 Andwhois ſoblinde, as that he hath not ſcene 
the Afoath at worke now a long while together £ How 
hath ir ſheareda ſunder the ſtrong threeds of our cloath, 
& how is our garment become Moath-eaten? Whatelſe 
meanes the common cry,and complaint of the decay 8& 
deadneſle of trading, of the pouertic 8& penurie of ma- 
ny places in the land? What hath it bin,that within theſe 
few yeares hath taken away ſo many braue, and worthy 
Souldiers, men of note for birth,worth,skill & courage, 
that like thoſe 7adg.5. 18, Would haue Zeoparded their 
lines inthe high places of the field: WhatT ſay hath it bin 
that hath by degrees picked out now one, then another, 
but the Meath ſent of Gedto prepare, and make way for 
a rending, and a ramping Zyo0»? Asif God had fatd, Iam 
determined to bring a ſmarting indgement vpon Eng- 
land : butT ſec ſuch a mightie man, ſuch a man of con- 
rage and skill, he will be a great hinderance to an enemie 
at his comming in, hee may beea ſtop, andarub in an e- 
nemics way : Therefore I will take him out of che way, 
that ſo judgement may paſle on ſmoothly, without any 
checke. And when we hauec heard the fame,and rumour 
of enemies approaching , alas what a deadly ſting hath 
the Hornet ſtricken into our hearts? how haue our ſelfe- 
condemning hearts, vader the conſcience of our perſo- 
nall and nationall guilt melted like water? 

6 Laſtly, vnlefle wee will wilfully ſhut our eyes, 
may we not trace Ged inthe foote-fteps of his departure 
from vs? May we not find him from between the Che. 
rubins, and remoued not onely to the threſhold : bur 
in a manner to the Eaſt-gate of the houſe, as if hee 
had-burt one remoue more, to bee gone quite arid 
cleane fromvs ? They hane ſeene thy goings O God, eur 
the goings of God my King in the Sanitnary, Pſal, 68. 24. 

SO 
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(25) 
So may we ſee the goings of God, euenthe goings 

of God our King from his Sandnary, What cle 

meanes the ſpread, and growth of Popery-and Idola- 

try? What elſe meanes the departure of our old Truth 

in the increaſe of Arminianiſme?Shewes not thisthat 

God isat the threſhold, if not at the Eaſt gate « And 

what meanecs the going away ofour ſtrength that we 

cannot coe as we were wont to doe as at other times, 

When Ephraim ſpake, there was trembling , but whes 

he offenaed in Baal he died, Hol. 13.1. Ephraim was 

terrible to a!l his neighbours about him, and who 

durſt budge againſt the name of Ephraim ,; but when 

Ba#l was come God was gone, and then cuecry paltry 

adueriary trampled vpon him, & feared him no more _ 

then « dead mar. How dreadfull hath the Engliſh _ — 

name, and the Englifh ſword beene to all our aduerſa.- mm 

ries ; when England ſpake, there was trembling 2 Bwz es & digns- 

Lord what ſhall I ſay, ſayes,loſhue, when Iſrael turnes his "0 Freed 


21 quondan 


-backe wpon his enemies ? And Lord what ſhall we ſay z:man;erane 


when England turnes her backe vpon her enemies ? —  — 
Whart ſhall we ſay « What can we ſay, burthat God ———— 
is departing from vs,and giues vs warning thereby,of re:yn9: 2omen 
fearctull afterclappes like to follow. 1chabed, Ichabod, 7,0 _ 
where is thy glory ? The glory is departed. "And it is ad qua deneni- 
with vs as with them : a people terrible bitherto, but 54? $4inct 
not ſo now. Hz#herto haue wee been terrible; butiris 
aſignethe Lion is dead, when Hares inſult over him, 
Surely God giues vs warning that our ſhield js going, 
and that if wee rake not a courſe to fetch him backe a- 
gaine,and tfcr him betweene the Cherubins, that wee 
are no bctter then bread for our enemics, 

Fſe 2 li Godgiue warning, men fhould take the 


warning 


(26) 
warnings he giues. To what endare warnings given, 
if not raken. 77 the trumpet gine an vucertaine found who 
ſhall prepare himſelfe to the battel{? 1. Cor. 14.8, But 
when the trumpet giues a certaine ſound, then it is 
time for men to looke about them, Two thinges 
fhould make vs take warning. 

1 Thegreat danger that will follow vpon warning 
neglefted. Gods warnings neglected, doe but exa(- 
perate wrath, and will make vengeance ſo much the 
ſmarter when it comes. See the danger of not taking 
warning. Ezek, 33. 3. 4+ 5. 1f the watchmay blow the 
trumpet and warne the people, them whoſeenty heares 
the ſound of the trumpet, and takes net warning, if the 

ſword come and take him away, his bloud ſhall be wpon his 

owne head, he heardthe found of the trumpet, and tooke 
not warning, his bloud ſhall be upon him, Calamity ſin- 
gleand alone, will prooue burden heauy enough ; ca- 
lamity with guilt, and iniquity vpon our heads, the 
guilt of the negleR of Gods warnings will prooue ca- 
lamity vnſupportable. 

2 Thegreat enſuing benefit vpon warning taken. 
Let things be cuer ſo dangerous and deſperate, yet if 
men would take Gods warnings, there were poſſibili- 
ty enough to ſfaue all. Safety and preuention of dan- 
gers lies in taking of warning. Neahs taking of war- 
ning, was the ſaving of his honſe, Hee that takes war- 
wing ſhall deliner his ſoule, Eztk. 33.5, The King of 
Syria had many dangerous proiects againſt the King 
of 1ſrael, El:ſha ſtill gives the King of 1/rael warning of 
the danger. 2. King.6, 10, The King of 1ſrael tooke 
his warning, and what was the iſſue 2 Hee ſent to he 


place which the man of God had told him, and _ 
ins 
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(27) | 
im of, 4nd he ſantd himfelfe there not once nor twice, 
The way to {aue our ſt Jues from the dangers wee are 
warncd of, is totake Gods warnings. Looke vpon 
all the warnings God hath given vs, and corfider if it 
may not be fayd of vs as of Mod, Ter. 4.8. 16, The 64« 
lamity of Moab is neere 18 come, and his affi. tion ha= 
fteth faſt. Yeaconſider, itwe have not the buds of the 
figtree, telling vs that ſummer is nigh, and that indge- 
ment 1s neere euen 4t the dgores. And haſtens our af- 
fiction, and fit we ſtill « As wee defire ro prevent the 
tatall ruine of this renowmed Church & Kingdome, 
ſoin the feare of God be wee perſwaded co take war- 
ning. 

Far how is that to be don, whercin ſtands this 
taking of warning 2 That is now the ſecond thiog in 
the Text, Noahs wiſedome in taking warning. God 
giucs, and h@ takes warning ; and that t. in be/cening 
it: 2- in fearing it : 3. In wekivg vſe of it for ſafety. 

1. In beleening it. By faith N_oab,cc. That ſhould 
indeed be mens wiſcdomesto take Gods warnings by 
beleexing, Godis to bee belceuedin his threatnings, 
aſwell as in his promiſes, Andthis was the X /n:n:1e5 
wiſcdome. Jon. 3. 5. $0 the people of Niniveh beleened 
God, And this is the firft ground of ſafety* If Noab 
had nor beleexed, he had not feared, it ke had not fea- 
red, he had not preparedan Arkez if an Arke had not 
been prepared he had periſhed . Burt now his Arke 
ſaues him ;out of fayth and fearc hee builds his Arke, 
Andthis is it Ged lookes for at our hands, that after 
ſo many warnings we ſhould belecue him. X04h did 
fo,and though hee were warned by immediate Reue- 
lation, andin that garnet had more reaſon to __—— 

then 


(28) 
then wee haue, yet againe in ſome reſpeds wee hatic 
more reaſon to belecue then he had. For 

1. He waswarned only once, and that an hundred 
and twenty yeares before the flood came; wereade of 
no more warnings that hee had. In an hundred and 
twenty yeares he might haue an hundred and twenty 
doubts and queſtions in his heart, whether ir ſhould 
be ſo or no, But we have had warning vpon warning, 
ſevcrall kinds of warnings,and euery of theſe iterated, 
So that as God ſpeakes to Xgfes in that caſe, Exod, 4., 
1.3:4.5.6.7.8.9. {Oit may bee ſayd of vs. So that in 
regard of thevarietieand frequency of our warnings, 
we haue morereaſon to beleeue then Noah had, 

2 He was warned,as the text faith, of7hings as yet net 
ſeenez and yct he belecues, there was nothing in na- 
turall courſe that preſaged che floude. Heſcesnothing 
tillche loud begins, and yet he belecued. Now in 
this regard wee haue more reaſon to belecue than he, 

Hee was warned of things not ſeene, but we are war. 
ned of things ſeene, we can not ſay in this caſe as the 
Church complaines in another, Pſal, 74.9. We ſee not 
our ſiznes : welce our figaes,cuen all fignes of a lood 
that may be. Except ye ſee ſienes and wonders, ſaith 
our Sauiour in another caſe, ye will not beleene, 10h, 
4-4.3. it was ſomewhat yet, that they would belecue 
then: we ſeefignes and wonders, and yet wee belceue 
not. Except T may ſee and feele, faith Thomas, Iwill 
not beleene, 10h. 20,25. but when hedid ſeeand feele, 
he belecued. We if we haue not loſt our fight and (en- 
ſes,both ſee and feele,and yer will not belceue, 

T he people of Nineneh belecued God, when 1onas war- 
ned them, yer forty dayes, &&c. The men of Ninench 

will 
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willriſevp in iudgement againſt vs of this Nation : 
they had farre lefle reaſon to beleeuve than wee haue, 
and yet they belecued ; we haue farre more reaſon to 
belecue, and yet wee beleeue not. x, They had but 
one witneſle, we are compaſled about with a cloude 
of witneſſes. 2.They were warned but once. we haue 
beene warned vnto wearineſſe, 3, They could ſee no 
likelihood of any ſuch ſodaine danger, rhey knew of 
no preparations abroad;they lec no enemies begirting 
their City with a fiege, they werea ſtrong anda well 
provided City, we heare and know of enemies, ef 
potent and provoked enemies, and of their great pre- 
parations. 4+ They were Hcathens and IdoJaters that 
profeſſed not the name of God, we glory in our Chri- 
ſtian title and profeſſion, in our belecuing in God, 
5. They were warned onely by a ſtranger, one of a 
nation held in ſuſpition and iealouſie. It fome Spani- 
ard ſhould now come into Exgland and threaten it 
with defolation within forty dayes, what little regard 
would we giue vnto it, But we are warned and threate 
ned by thoſe of our owne nation, of whoſe louc, loy- 
alty, and fidelity wee can make no doubt; by thoſe 
that pray for the welfare of the Nation, and wreftle 
mightily with God for thepeace of it. Here isa great 
deale of oddes between Englana's and N_inevehs wat- 
nings, and yet Nznench belecued God, and wee be- 
leeued himnot, We haue more warnings, they more 
faith, The men of Njzexeh will iudge this nation for 
their vnbelecfe.- kd 

How. long, and how often hath God warned vs by 
his Miniſters, and yer may they ſay as 1ſ. 5 3. 1..Lord 
who hath beleened our report * How truely agrecs that 

E 2 to 


(30) 
tO V8. Hab. 1.5. Behold and regard, and wonder mar- 


welloaſly, for 1 will worke 4 worke in your dayes which ye 


will not beleeue though it be told you, Ic is iuſt our caſe, 
though wee heare that which may make both our 
earestingle, yet we will not belecue it, Ir is juſt with 
vs aS it was in that caſe, A. 27. 10, Pawlthere giues 
them fayre warning : Sirs, 1 perceine that this woyaze 
willbe with hurt, and much dammaze not onely of the 
lading and the ſhip, but alſo of our lines. And {oit proo- 
ved in the ſequell. But v. 11, The Centurion beleentd 
the maſter ana the owner of the ſhippe more then thoſe 
things which were ſpoken by Paul. Weare warned of a 
ftorme, and that no ſmall tempeſt is like tolie vpon 
vs, and that all hope that wee ſhall be {aued is like to 
betaken away,and yet for all this weare readierto be- 
lecue any that will comfort vs with ſome poore ſha- 
dowes of hope,then to beleeue Gods Pas/s. Nay wee 
are worſe then the Centurion, for he yttbeleeued the 
Maſter, and the owner of the ſhip, and if h<e had told 
him of danger, hee would not haue looſed from 
Crete, Why now the Maſter and Owner of the ſhippe, 
heand not Pau/alone tells vs of the danger. Our So- 
uereigne Lord the King in his Proclamation for the 
Parliament, and for the Generall Faſt, giues vsto vn- 
derſtand of potent and dangerous enemies, and their 
preparations. If Pa#/,Gods Miniſters, willnot be be- 
leeued,yet let the Owner ofthe ſhip, Gods annointed, 
be belecued. Faith would f{aue vs in this kinde, Ifthe 
Centurion had belecued Pasl, 472, 27.21. the ſhippe 
had beene ſaued. Sirs, ye _—_ hane hearkened vnio 
we, ind haue gayned this barme and loſſe. They be» 
leeued it atlaſt, when the forepart of the ſthippe ke 

aſt, 


(37) 

faſt.and the hinder part was broken with the violence 
of the waues. It is too late to belecue when all is loſt; 
itis good belecuing when ſomewhat may bee ſaued 
by it, | 

Ia fearing, mooxed with feare. This muſt bee a- 
nother point of wiſedome to rake warning ſo as to 
feare. The warnings of wrath ſhould worke deepe 
impreſsions of feare in our hearts. Hab. 3.16, When I 
htard, my belly trembled, my lips quinered at the voice, 
rottenneſſe entred into my bones, Am, 3. 8, The Lion 
hath roared, who will not feare? And v.6, Shall the 
rrumpet be blowne in the City, and the people nos be 4a- 
fraid? And yet people are not afraid, rhough their ne ire cum 
feare would much conduce to their ſafety .Thisis the a 
way tobe hid in the day of trouble, H4b. 3.16.my bel- oh. 
ly trembled, &c, that 1 might reft in the day of trou.. metwerent 
ble. And Exed.g.20. He that feared the word of the — | 
Lord made his ſeruants and his cattle flie intsthe hou- betur captivs* 
ſes; and ſothey wereſaued from the ſtorme. Much 72 "*</*rmer 
might be ſaide to this point, but I muſt contra and 7s quipze erar 
haſten, | 4 peccatoribus 
3- Inmaking ve of it for ſafety, and in taking a *7%,9522® | 
courſe for the preuention of thoſe dangers hee was $aly. depro- 
warned of, preparedan Arke, Andthis is the ſpeciall 6: 
point of wifkedome abouethereft, Prow. 22. 3. 4 wiſe 
man foreſeeth the enill, That indeed is fome wiſedome, 
but that is not all; Ad he hides himelfe, That's the 
ſpeciall wiſedome which takes a courſe for ſafety a- 
eainſt approaching cuills. This is that we are to doe, 
and then indeed weetake Gods warnings when wee 
prouide forthe worſt. And thus irconcernesvs to do 
now,ifeuer. Doe we not ſee a flood comminge Why 
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(32) | 
then are we not atour Arkes £ Why will we wilfully 
periſh and caſt away ourſclues? When a flood comes, 
what would a man giueforan Arkethens Ah when 
the flood is come, what willbe the miſerable madding 
feares of ſuch as ſhall not haue an Arke ready then © 
See their pitious condition, 7er.4.7.2.3. Behold the wa- 
zers riſe wp out ef the North, and ſhall be an one» flewing 

flood, and ſhall oner flow the land, &c. T hev ſhall the 
men crie and the Inhabitants of the land ſhall howle, 
&c. The fathers ſhall not looke backe 10 their chiliren 

for feebleneſſe of hands. How deepe and weighty is the 
oppreſſion of ſuch feares, as make parents grow va- 
naturail? 

Oueſt, What is to be done then for the making of 
an Arke 2 How may we prouide for future ſafety 2 

Arſe. For the niakivng of an Arke & prouiding for fu- 
cure ſatiety, there be fiſt ſome things to be done by all 
ingencrall. Secondly ſore things by ſome in ſpeciall. 
I. Thoſe things that arc to he done by a//,are two. 
1. Humiliation and deepe abaſt ment of our ſovles 
vader Gocs threatning hand, So that here wee haue 
cauſe by the way to breake out into thankſgiving,and 
toſay as Er. 7.27. Bleſſed bee the Lord God which 
hath put ſuch a thing as this into the Kings heart : as 
to call forth the whole Land.o the duties of Humili- 

ation that we may yet beg tor our lives, Well, if e- 

uer we will make an Arke forthe lind, and prouide 

for our ſafety,this is the firt piecc of timber that muſt 
be felled and ſquared for it.. They bce great things 

that Humiliation will doe if it be don aright, 706. 22. 

29. 30, Whew men are caſt downe then jhalt thou fay, 

There ts lifting vp, and he fhall ſaze the humble perſon, 

&, | He 


(33). 
He ſhall deliner the Iſland of the innecent. Alas, we are 
down,excecdingly downfrom the ancient excellency 
of former times. How new might we recouer the an- 
cient glory of this Ifland? Let men caft rhemſelues down 
this day,cuendown to the duſt,andlay their mouthes 
inthe duſt, in the depth and trueth of humiliation 2 
and though it were ten times lower with ys then it 
is, God would ſay, Behold Enzland is ca down, There 
ſhall be a liftins vp. What is our errand this day in 
theſe duties of humiliation, bur that God would be 
pleaſed to take off preſent cuils from vs, and that for 
the future things might goe well with vs 2 And would 
wce now in good earneſt preuaile with God in theſe 
things 2 Humble wethen our ſoules ſeriouſly this day 
before our God, Humiliation indeed will doe the 
deed. Sec 2. Chron. 12. 6,7. The Princes of 1ſrael, and 
the King humbled themſelnes, and they ſaid, The Lord 
is righteous : And when the Lord ſaw that they hunt= 
bled them:ſelues, be ſayd, T hey haue humbled themſelues, 
therefore 1 will not deſtroy them,etc. And againe v. 12, 
Ana when he humbled himſelfe. the wrath of the Lord 
turned {rom his, that he would not deft» oy him, and 
alſain Indaah things went well, How welcome ſthauld 
that man be vnto vs, that could put vs in a courſe that 
might patvs in hope that all things now ſhould goe 
wel/ with v5? Loe here isa courie wil doe it, Our feares 
and dangers are exceeding great, but be they neuer ſo 
orcat, yet if we this day doall deeply humble 8 afflic& 
our ſouls, 8 powre out our broken 8& bleeding harts,8 
buckets of water before ourGod.,I dare be the mi that 
ſhalpromile you hope yer of ſaning al.I dare the bold. 
lier doit, becauſe I haueatext for it, Zz7,10,1,2,yet wow 
there 
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there is hope in Iſrael concerning this thing, Now there 
is bope. Why now ? There was praying, confeſſing, 
weeping, and the people wepr wery fore, they wept & 
great weeping. Yet now, ſayes Shecaniah there 15 hope ; 
as if he had ſayd,though our danger is gicat, yet now 
vpon this humiliation, there is hope all ſhall bee well, 
As therefore we would this day goc home from theſe 
dutics with hope, ſo doe we them to the purpoſe, Get 
hearts ſplit in ſunder, rent to peeces, mourning and 
melting hearts in confeſſion and ſupplication. Doe 
weas Manaſſch did, 2. Chron. 33. 12. He hambled him- 
ſelfegreatly. Great humiliation will ſend vs away with 
great hope, 

2. Perſonall reformarion and amendment of our 
owne euill waies and prouocations. Euery ſoule this 
day quit his hands of his perſonall guilt, Ir is the 
wrath of God frogz whence all plagues and judge- 

ments come - They bee our finnes that kindle this 
Aer exiſts 1- wrath z they berhe tucllthar kindle and feed this fire. 
cendimes, cs The King of Ninench ſaw this to be a ſp ciall prouiſi- 
excitzemw 1m- On for ſafety trom threatned wrath, 7enah threatens 
p v1: cnqapd ſpeedy wrath : he proclayms a faſt ; heenioines trickt 
refewtique abſtinence from food and apparcll, Would that ſerue 
4 $9) pl wel the turne? No,he will have prayer alſo added thereto, 
we,ad no; dr and not Ordinary prayer netther, but cr57pg prayer, 
<< ilud Prephe- nox any crying prayer neither, but let them cre migh- 


ps 1 by ap ®) tily. And would this ſerue 2 No, hee will have more, 


flemmanigns he will haue ſerious repentance and forſaking of finne, 


9uam accen4i- .ndthis not only of ſome few, but of all, Jet them turxe 
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provid.lib.s. ery one from his enill way. Now one would thinke 


nothing could be added to this, and yer hee hath. 


not done; there is one thing more behind that makes 
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vp all, Befides their generall repentance, heerequires 
a ſpeciall perſonall reformation of their ſpeciall perſo- 
nall finne, Avd from the vielence that is in their hands, 
So wel did he ſee the yanity of all the reſt without this 
laſt. 
2 There is ſomething to bee done by ſome ſpecial 
perſons, And that is by youcthar are now met in this 
oreat and honourable Councell of the Land, You 
therefore that are the Great Senate of the land, vpon 
whom our eyes and hopes next vader God and the 
King are; Bee ye enticated in the bowels of the Lord 
leſas Chrift to take notice of Gods many warnings 
given to this Land, and forotake them to heart as to 
take a courſe for the preuention of threatned and im- 
minent, cuils. God gines you fayre warnivg of foule 
weather, and of a dreadfull floods, thatis like not only 
tO ower flow and goe oner and reach to the necke, as that 
Iſay 8,8 but of a flood like Ngabs, thatis like to ouer- 
top the higheſt hills euen many cubits. The Phariſees 
Matth, 16. 3. were weather wiſe, 1: will be foule wea- 
ther 18 day, for the skie is red and lowring, but could 
not diſcerne rhe /izwes of the times, as the face of the 
Skie. Caſt vp your eyes,you honourable Senate of the 
Land, and you ſhall ſee that foule weather is towards, 
far the 5kieis red and lowring. Yeſhall ſcea cloud not 
onely as chat 1 King. 183; 44. asSbig aS« means hand, 
but as v.45. The heanens all backe with cloudes and 
wizde, Liſten and you ſhall heare s ſound of abun- 
dence of raine, Doe yeenot already beginto feele the 
drops falling in your faces? We queſtien not but your 
wiſedomes diſcerne the fignes, and the dangers of the 
times as well asthe Phariſces did the face of the skie. 
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(36) | 
and that you ſee all ſadpreſages,and prognoſtications 
of a flood, | 

Now then ſo many of you as God hath called'to this 
Parliamentary ſeruice, giue me leaue to tell you what 
God and this Realme and Church with the diſtreſſed 
parts of Chrifts Church abroad, looke for ar your 
hands. God hath called you together to bee the pub. 
lique Arke-wrights for the ſafety of this Church and 
ſtate, The eyes of theſe Dominions, and theweeping 
eyes of Gods Churches beyond the Seas are vpon you 
as vpon ſo many Neabs, Lamech when his ſonne was 
borne gauc him the name of ALoah, that is, onc refre- 
fhing with rcſt, bringing comfort and conſolation;you 
ſec his reaſon of the [mpolition, Ger,5.:9, He called 
his name Nah, ſaying, T his ſame ſhall comfort vs con- 
gerning the worke and ſorrow of our hands, becauſe of 
the earth which the Lord hath curſed, Now this is 
that we all pray and hope for, that this preſent aflem. 
bly may be an aſſembly of Noahs, thar this Parliament 
may.comfort vs' concerningthe feares and griefes of 
our hearts, aud becauſe of the land which of late the 
Lord. hath nor bleſſed. This is that wee all pray for, 
we all looke for. Now then if you would proue right 
Noahs to vs,ſi:chas may bring vs conſolation, then for 
Chriſts ſake fall ro the making of an Arte, and there. 
by make your ſelues Naahs and Barnabaſſes, the ble(- 
ſed ſonnes of conſolation to this Church and State. 
Thiake when you ſit eogether in your ſolemne aſſem- 
bly that you heare the. Stateand Church cry our vnto 
you, as.once Pezer did to:Chriſt when the winds roſe, 
and the Sea grew, rough, Maſter, Maſter, fave me, 1 
per;ſh, So thinke you heare the people crying from 

all 


(37) ws 


all the quarters of theſe Dominions, Fathers, Elders 
ane vs, build vs an Arke, or elſe wee (inke, or elſe re- 
medileſſely we periſh. | oo 
Thinke as you fit together in councell that you 
hearea voycefromall parts of the Land from whence 
ye be come,crying in your eares, Helpe,Helpe,orelſe 
we are all but dead men, Ex0d, 12. 33, Preſent vato 
our thoughts the {ad and diſconſolate condition of 
the Church beyond the Seas. Thinke you heare the 
ſhrikings of ſlaughtered and butchered infants dragd 
from their mothers breaſts to haue their braines daſhr 
out agtinſt the ſtones of the ſtreets, Thinke that you 
heare tie ſorrowfull and dolefull lamentations of ra= 
uiſht marrons, and deflowred virgins in the bitternes 
of their ſpirits, wringing their hands and rendiog the 
hayre from offtheir heads. Thinke thar you heare the 
Church both at home and abroad, crying out vnto 
you, Au Arke, i An Arke, for Gods loue prouide 
vs an Arke, [Improuc all the wiſedome of your hearts, 
and all the power of your places to which God hath 
now called you,toſaue vs from the rage of the merci- 
!efſe waters : Gods watchmen haue a long time cried, 
4 Flood, a Flood, Gods people now crie an Arke, ar 
Arke. Now thercfore inthe name of God fail cloſeto 
the building of an Arke. ALoah built an Arke but for 
the /auing of his houſe, what is an houſe roa Church ? 
to a kingdome ? to many Churches? to many king- 
domes : Noah built an Arke for the fauing of e72ht pers 
ſons : whar are eight perſons to millions and worldes 
of Chriſtian peoplethatare like toperiſh,and be ouer- 
whelmed by the mercilefle enemics of Gods grace £ 


that make a noyſe like the noyſe of the Seas, that make 
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« ruſhing like the ruſhing of many waters, like the ruſhing 
of mighty waters. Iſe 17. 12-13: 
«eſt, But what courſe is to be taken, and what is 
to be done for the building cf an arke ? 
Aznſw. | will not take vpon me to dirc& your wif. 
domes, but ſince ithath pleaſed you to call me to this 
ſcruice,giue me leaue folong as I keepe my ſclte with. 
in the bounds of my profeſſion to aduiſc what I con- 
cciue may make for common ſafety.Ifrherefure you 
would make an arke, 1. make choyce of good mater;- 
als, wherewithto build, | 
2, Hau:a care to goe to workein a due anne, 
I, Your Gepher weod of building matcrialls they 
betheſe. 
ttwdmegnics 1. The publique reformation of all ſuch nationall 
faguisracf prouocationsas haue made Godangry withtheland, 
"+ ry This muſt be the very kecle of your arke, heere you 
»» pollzifed muſt begio - all arkes that want this Gopher wood in 
provieeree''- the keele will prooue but cocke-boates. Alas, whar 
we Tuan R . . , 

«lic pellwaw» poore rclicte will a cocke- boat affoord in a ftorme 
#wr. Preevr4- whenthe curſt Exrcclydon ſhall blow. A cock-boate 
_— will neuer live ina ſtorme, All courſes you can take 
ſalots bums- for ſafety & deliuerance, publique reformation being 
ne 9a7wey . neglected, will prooue bur ſuch 4rke', as that wherein 
«t ipſe "leg Moſes was cxpoſed. Exod 2. 3 eArkes of bulryſhes, 
ft ;ſedefficere Alas, what ſuccour will an «rke of buirwſhes yeeld in 
y Sora an vninerſall deluge 2 Doe what you will, what you 
d:ſaxr.Salv, Can, yet if this be not done, nothing is done, There be 
de prorid.7. three things rhat conduce to publike ſafery. 1, The 

ioine endeuoursof the Parliament inplotting, andthe 

people in praying.2. Warlike prouifions and prepa- 

rations. 3. Ard faſting. There is indeed much ſafety 
in 


(39) 
intheſe, and yet if Reformation be negleQted, there is 
a vanity in all theſe, and no good will they doe. See it 
in particular. 

x. Pcople may pray hard, and you may worke hard, 
yer ifno reformation,no ſafety, You haue a good gale 
of prayer at your backes,there is a great ſpirit of prai- 
er vp inthe Land at this time; and I am verily per- 
ſwaded that neuer any Parliament in this Kingdome 
was more heartily prayed for. Bclides we doc with all 
thankefulncfſe acknowledge the great goodneſſe of 
God to vs in you, being reputed as wiſe and iudicious 
an able houſe as cuer ſat. So that whe we conſider the 
earneft prayers of the whole kingdome, and the great 
wiſedome of this Honorable Senate, I conf. ſle they 
are as «valley of Achor,a doore of hope. Hol. 2.15. Wee 
haue great grounds of hope of much good. But yet ne- 
verthelefſe let me be bold to tell you, that ifthere be 
ne reformation of angring prouocations,all will come 
tonothing, and God will blaſt our hopes. It is much 
that prayer can doe , iris the locke &key of heauen, 
and yet it islitrle it will doe without reformation» It 
is muck that wiſedome can doe. The wiſedome of one 
wiſe man will doe much. Zccl. 9.14.15. There was 4 
little City and a few men within it, and there came 4 
great King againſt it and beſieged it. N_ow there was 

feundin it a poore wile man, and he by his wiſedome 
deiinered the City. Therefore what greater things may 

a whole Parliament houſe of wiſe men does And yet 
neythcr our Prayers, nor your endeauours and wiſe- 
domes will deliner the land, vnlefſe ſome courſe be ra- 
ken for reformation. It will bee no better in this caſe 
with vs,then it was with the mariners,7oy. 1.4+5.T here 
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was 4 mighty tempeſt in theſea, ſo that the ſhippe was like 
70 bebroken, The mariners vic all meanes they can for 
ſafery,they cry to their gods, they lighten the ſhippe, 
and yet all will not doe, yea after they knew the cauſe 
of the tempeſt, v. 13. #he wen rowed bard to bring the 
fhip to the land, but they could not, for the ſea wrought and 
was tempeſtuous againſt them, So then neither crying 
tothcir gods, nor caſting foorth the wares, nor row- 
ins, nor tugging artheir oares, will bring the ſhip to 
land out of the danger of the tempeſt, till 70as was 
throwne ouer boord. And ſo foone as that was done, 
ſce what followed, v.15. They rooke vp Tonah, and caft 
him foorth intothe ſta, and the ſea ceaſed from her ra- 


ging. It isſo heere; letall the people inthe Land tug 


and row-with all their might in prayer, and dee you 
row with all the ſfrength of your wiſedome in your 
Parliamentary endeuours, yet till our 7onaſſes and 1s- 
daſſes the prouoking finnes of the Land,that cauſe the 
ſtorme, and endanger the ſhip,be caſt over boord, till 
they bee reformed , there is no hope of bringing the 
thippe (afe to land. 

And heere by the way let mee aduiſe euery Parlia- 
ment man that intends tofutther the worke of refor- 
marion. and in it to prouide forthe Lands ſafety, to 
begin firſt with the reformation of his owne perſon, 
The worke of reformation muſt not bee vndertaken 
with foule hands. God will have no honour from 

ailty hands, God ſends Moſes ro doea great feruice 

or his Church, hee goes about it with a guilty hand, 

with the neglect of his childes circumcifion, therfore 

God would hauc killed him by the way. He muſt firſt 

reforme his owne ſinne before hee mult py 
ac 
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Iraels deliverance, And when God rayſed Gj4coz for 
theſuccour of the afflicted ſtate of 1ſrac}, before hee 
muſt meddle with that worke, God ſets him another 
taske, 1udg. 6.25. he mult firſt downe with Bal, That 
which the Emperor $Sigiſmnnd -once ſpake art the 
councell of Conſfarce 1s a good rule here, one ſaid in 
the councell, Oportet reformationems incipere a Miyg« 
ritis, meaning the Minorite Friers, To which the Em- 
peror anſwered, 7mo vero 4 Maioritis, meaning the 
Pope, Cardinalls &c, Sol ſay it you willgoe witha 
right foot tothe worke of reformation,begia it A Ma- 
zoritis, that is, from your {clues, youare of the £.344- 
zorizes of the kingdome, begin with your ſelues, your 


eyes will be the clearer, and your hands the cleaner 


for the worke. 

2. Warlike prouifions and preparations will not do 
it without reformation, There be no ſuch traytorsto 
the ſtrength of a land, no ſuch vnderminers and 
weakners thereof as are vnreformed prouocations, It 
is buta tolly to truſt to our ſtrength ſo long as no re- 
formation Thinke vpon that EJek. 33, 26. Te ſtand 
vp0n your (word, As it hee ſhould lay, itis buta folly 
for you ſo to doe, your ſword ſhall doe you little 
ſeruice, Why ſo? Yee worke eAboemination, and yee 
defile enery one his neizhbours Wife, and ſhall you poſ= 


[eſſe rhe Land? Shall your {words keepe you in, whilſt 


your ſinnes caſt you out of poſſeſſion? Reformation is 
it muſt ſtrengthen our Arme, and fharpen our {word 
againſt our enemies, 

3 And whatcan doe more then faſting ? and yet 
little ſeruice is it, it wil doe without Reformation;ler, 
4. 10, 12, When they faſt 1 will not heare their cry, 

| : What 


(42) 
What may the reaſon bes There was faſting withour 
reformation v. 10, SO 1gſh. 7. deepe and hearty was 
loſhuaes abaſement, but yer ſomewhatclſe was to bee 
done. Iſrael hath ſinned, v.11, and they muſt away 
with the accurſed rhing. There was a Bab:loniſh gare 
went in the campe. What if there had beene a Babilo. 
niſh God? what it a Babilonith Idolls whac if a Babi- 
loniſh Prieſt * what if ſwarmes and crowdes of Babi- 
loniſh Prieſts - It is not faſting that will make a water- 
tight Arke, vnlefſe the execrable thing be remooued, 
Reformation muſt doe it. The way to caſe our ſouls 
of all our grievances & feares, is togrieue the ſoule of 
God. Doethis and then there 1s hope of ſafetie. 1#dz, 
IO. I6. And they put away the ſirauge Gods from 4- 
mongſt thems, and ſirued the Lord : there was reformati- 
on. And ſec what followes. Aud his ſoule was grieued 
for the miſery of iſracl, And then God rayſes 1ephrhah 
= their deliuerance. And this is the firſt thing tobe 
OAC, 

2. God weſceis going and departing from vs. La- 
bour to reduce him, 8 to fer him in his primitive ta. 
tion, betiveene the two Cherubins, the power and the 
purity of religion. If wee haue him amongſt vs, heis 
the only Arke in the world againſt 2 flood, His Name 
is 4 flrong tower for deliuerance, Prowv.18. 10, main- 
taine that rower, He is « ſtrong Hold in the day of 
gronble, N_ahs 1.7 make good that Holde. He is an 
Arke in therime of a flood, Pſal. 32. 6. 7. 1n the floods 
of great waters = ſhall not come nich vate him, 
Thes art mine hiding place, thou jhait preſerue mee 
from :ronble, Yea hee it is that can preuent the flood, 
If. 59.19. When the enemy ſhall come in like « flood, the 


ſpirit 


| (43) 
ſpirit of the Lord ſhallput him to flight. Therefore as 
you would prouide ter the ſafety of the Land,ſo pro- 
uide for Gods returne and refidence amongſt Dep 
as the two diſciples did when Chriſt made as though 
he would haue gone fromthem, Zak. 24.29.T hey cow- 

frrayned hins ſaying, Abide with vs, Thecommon com- 
plaintis, that Popery ſpreads, that Arminianiſme 

' ſpreads, astheſe comein, ſo God will goe out; theſe 
will ſnone &rive him out to mount Oliver, take ſome 
courſe therefore to ſupprefle the growth of theſe. Let 
me neuer-proſper, if the State proſper ynder theſe, 
Keepe our olde God, and our old truth, vader which 
the kingdome hath enioyed ſolong and happy peace, 
and hath had ſo wonderfull viReries and deliueran- 
ces. It will bee with new deQtrines and nouecll opini- 
ons; as it waS with new Gods, Iudg.s. 8. They cheſe 
new gods, then was warrein thezates, As ye loue your 
old peace, ſo maintaine, and doe your beſtto main. 
taine your old cruth, the old way,and the good way, 
The Lord is with you whilſt you are with him. 

3 ' Thatſameis a ſpeciall peece of Arke-timber, 
right Gopher wood indeede to make Arkes withall, 
which we finde EFr.7. 23. Whatſoever is commanded 
by the God of heanen,let it be diligently done for the houſe 
of the God of heauen; for why fowl ' there bee wrath 6- 
24init the Realme of the King,and his Sonnes? The way 
topreuenta flood is topreuent wrath,the way to-pre- 
uent wrath and keepe it from a Realme is ro doe for 
the houſe of the God of heanen whatſocuer is comman- 
ded, Therebethree things commanded tobeedone 
for the houſe of the God of heauen. 

x His houſelics waſte _—_ the Seas, miſer 
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ruined. The God of heaven commands that his houſe 
berepayred, And God ſeemesto ſay now to you, as 
Tehoaſhto the Pricſts, 2. King. 12.7. Why repaire gee 
not the breaches of the houſe? | Whileſt Gods houſe jay. 
waſte, there was wrath vpon the Land. Hag. 1.4.5.6. 
B&t when, once the houſe was built and repayre?, 
then Heg,2.19. From this day will I bleſſe you, 

2,: He commandes his houſe to þ> purged, 2.Chrop, 
28.5. Sanctifiethe houſe of the Lord, and cariy forth 
the filthinceſſe our ef the holy place. For this filthineſſe 
was the-wrath of God vpon /#«4h.and leraſalem,v..$, 

3+. He commands an able preaching MiniRery in 
his houſe. In this rcſpe& many hovſes of Cod in this 
land ly waſte. Many congregations want Preachers, 
many Miniſters want maintenance, and many coue. 
tous Impropriatours want conſcience. They haue 


learncd-thar language, Pſa. 83.12. Let vstake toour Þ 


ſelsesthe houſes of God inpoſſeſsion, The God of hea- 


' uen-commands a preaching Miniſtery in his houſe, 


that cannot be had without maintenance, Denie-the 
Leuites their portions, and the houſe of God mill be for- 
ſtken, N_chem.-1 3.10511. And yee ſhall haucethoſe in 


their fields who ſhould bee in the Temple. Doethis | 


onething which the God of heauen cammands for 


hishouſe; and you ſhall notably prouide for the ſafe- | 


ty ofthe Land. M niſters ofthe word are the horſemen 


andeheriats of Iſrael + we feare enemics.. Horſemen.and | 


chariots will be god defence, prouide ſtore of harſe- 


men-:and>chariots.; How. confident . was.”. Abitab a- 


gainſteroheam,. 23:Chron. 13 12-that Jerobsanrthould 7 


not proſper in fizhting againſtbim *; What.was his 7 
ground ©:#Vithw/54re the Pricfis of the Lord with ſoun- | 


ding 
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ding trampets to crie alarme again you, But what ſafe. 
ty wastherein ? Exceeding much, for N;amb.,royg. 
And if ye zoe to warre in your land againit the enemie, 
then ſhall ye blow an alarme with the trampets, and. yee 
all be remembred beſore the Lord your God, And yee 
ſhall be ſaued from your enemies. The trumpets ot the 
Pric ſts were as goodasall the ſwords in Iſrael, Would 
yeſaue vs from our enemiesthen © Provide that the 
filuer errumpers may be blowne and may ſound ineue- 
ry Pariſh of the Kingiome. No ſuch Arkes to faue 
from approaching dangers, as Pulpits well furniſhr, 
How happy was the poore figge tree, Zac. 13." that 
had ſuch a dreſſer of the vineyard that conld #eaſwel 
as bez, His matrtocke kept off the axe, 'We are now in 
feares of enemies,and dangers; would-we nor be glad 
to haue our fearestaken off, and*to haue them be vp. 
on our enemies, that they might make ro war againſt 
vs? Heere is the way todoeit, to prouide preaching 
Miniſters in all places ot the kingdome. Conſider ſe. 
riouſly that paſſage of Scripture, - 2. Chron. 17; 7,8.9, 
Ieboſhaphat \cts vp a teaching -miniftery not only heere 
and there, but i» a the cities of Fadah. And'what was 
the ſcquele 2 That v.10, Andthefeareofthe Lordfell 
upon all the kinzdomes of the lands that were round 4- 
bout Tudah, ſo that they made no warre againft Tehos 
ſhaphar. Ir is worth our noting, that ar the ſecond 
X verſe of the Chapter it is ſayd that 7ebofhaphat plared 
"X ' forces in all the fenced cities of Tudah, and ſer garriſons 
XZ z»the landof ludah, And yet thereupon it isnort ſaid 
that the feare of the Lord fellvpon the neighbouring 
kingdomes ; but when hee hadeſtabliſhed ateaching 
"Miniſtry, then his enemies 44d a feare, and mide no 
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w4rre. Forces and garriſons will not make a kingdome 
ſo dreadfull toan enemy as an able and gocly preach- 
ing Miniſtry will doe. Haue a care of this, and in do- 
ing this,you ſhall dothat which ſhall tend cxceeding- 
ly to our ſafety and preſcruation. 

4 That is another good piece of timber for an 

Arke, EJr.7.26.Wheſoeuer wil not 40 the law of thy God, 

aud the law of the King, let iuigement be ex:cuted ſpreds- 

by wpox hire, whether it be unto death, or tro baniſhment, 

or 20 confiſcation of goods, or roimpriſonment. There is 

a generation that will neither doc the /aw 8f God, nor 

of the King, who both by the /aw of God. and the 

King, are men of death. Ohthat life migh be pur into 

thoſe lawes, and iudgementmight be ſpe«dily cxecu- 

ted, whether vnto death, &c. The Romiſh Locuſts 
ſwarmecuery where in the land and they go about to 

draw away menfrom obedience both to God and the 

King-And theſe they be whom we may thank for the 

increaſe of Popery, what wonder 1s it that ſo many 

are drawn intothe whores bed, when there be ſo ma- 

ny Panders in euery corner entifing men to commit 

4udite & vi. fornication with the Romiſh Strumpet. Lay the axe 
aete im izſis ve tothe roote of the tree, Cleere the Kingdome of theſe 
on work frags that come out of the mouth of che beaſt,and the 
r=mrers fine falle Prophet. Neuer thinke to haue your Arke wa- 

& #«4c14.1n- ter_tioht, nor to provide for our common ſafetie till 


- Wenitar S4re 


affixifſe Agar indgement be executed vpon them... It is no cruelcy 


axcillew, & tocall for Tuſtice, nor perſecution to doe iuſtice ypon 


member "Aluch, vpon whs Iuſtice being done, you may procure 
&& fogir 4 f«- Mercy from God vpon a whole Church and Nation, 
#5 Era9s, Ecce 

libera afflixit 
ancills,et non 


. Itis worth your notice that after the hanging of the 
ſanncs of Saul,2.542 1.24 itis ſaid, After ihat God 
as 


/ 


a oe fn ar ob NM I EST 
Swe 1h s 


(47) 
was entreated for the land. The Land for three yeares vocar ie 
had bene vndera iudgement and there was (doubt- 2” /c<vtonem 
leſſe) entreating of God for the land; but when they — 
wcre hanged, then God 'was entreated for the /and, Domms, C9 - 
and then ir went well withthe land. And as God will 47 Crag 
in ſome caſes haue mercy and nor ſacrifice, ſo in ſome if. 000 Wis 


h= will hauc juſtice and nor ſacrifice, This day is a day ** prrſecutio. 


[ 1 we id yobre VI- 
of ſacrifice tn prayer and humiliation for the ſafery of —_ fra 
the Land. tres ? Nonne 


intelligitss 


Honoured in the Lord. God will haue iuſtice and 1; 
not ſacrifice, Pr0#.21.3. Ts doe tnſtice and iudgement is — FE 
more acceptable to the Lord then ſacrifice. Nay the doing ©; NG 
of iuſtice is a ſacrifice, with the ſacrifices of your pray- re penn 
ers and humlliarions let God haue the ſacrifices of £41/# bare- 
 Tuſtice, for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, and pms F 
for ſuch ſacrifices will be well pleaſed with the Land. Ecclefie, &fc- 
It was zeale yet inthe Egyptians, Exed.8.26, Loe ſhall " *4t 
we ſacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their Deaw evngnas 
eyes and will they not fone vs ? How foule a ſhame ?' ©5474 ver 
for Iſraelites then, thar they canſuffer the abominable — 2 
ſacrifices of Egyptians, you are afraid that God may 42-7; er ponar 
ler in opprefling enemies vpon vs, you ſue this day for $74 . 
mercy to God in that thing;executc tuſtice and judge. A 
meat, and then may ye pray as Da#i/4did, Pſal, 119 
121. 1haue done indcement and inftice, leane mee wot th 
wwrne oppreſſors. And ſo Thaue done with the materials 
of your arke, the particulars whereby our ſafety may 
be procured. | 

2 The manner followes how yee ſhould build this 
Arke. Thar ſtands intheſerhings, Goeto worke. 
1 Witha ſpirit of concordand vnitie, The Chur- 


ches hauc loſt roo much already by diſunion. My 
| | G 3 prayer 


So leunins xe 
pounds it, 


(48). 
praier and hearty defire is that it may be with both 
the houſes of this preſent Aﬀembly, as God promiſes 
to dec with the 2wo houſes of 1ſratl and Tudab, Fzck. 
37» tg. that the Lord would make them 0neinhis hayd, 
And wee ſhall ſee elſewhere the miſchicfe of it when 
theſe two, were two.. Zech. 11.7., There were two 
ſtaues, of Beauty and of Binders, Thar /affe of Binders 
was none other but the bond of vaity, by which the 
two houſes of Indah & Iſrael were knit rogether, God 
breakesthe/taffe of Binders, v. 14.and the brotherhood 
breakes, and thenwv. 15.16. followes thethreatring 
of ſending intothe land forreine and Romane Gouer. 
nours that-fhould eate the fleſh of rhe farte, and reare 


 thcirclawes in pieces. Sce the miſchiefe of a ſpirit of 
_pernerſities, Ifc19,14,16,17 making way for the ruine 


of Zzypt. Beit therefore the vtmolt of your cares and 
wiſdomes to keepe the faffe of Bragers vabroken, Kait 
eogether in and for God to doe himand his Church 
all poſſible {eruice, | 

:2e Setvpon the.worke with ſpeede. As Chriſt 
ſpake to 7«das ina caſe of taking away lite, ſo T ſayto 


.youinthe caſe of auing the life of the ſtate,7 harwhich 
yedoe, doc quickly. Iris high time that the Arke were 


Already made. It will be too late ro build Arkes when 


the waters are broke in : you had need doc in this caſe 


Vas 4eroudid in that Nvmb. 1 6,46. Goe quickly, for 
-wrath is gon out. | 
. 3» Gocetoworke —0099gnr her ſubſtantially,make 


ſure worke : God bid Nod pitch his Arke within, 
and without, Hee beftoweda grcar deale of time in 
building it, he made an huge velſlci}, but if he had not 


pitche it well within,and without, hee had loſt all his 


coſt 


* (49) 
coft and labour, both his Arke and himfelfe had bene 
caft away. Therefore God appoints. him Copher as 
well as Gopher ; pitch, as well as Pine or Cedar trees, 

4 Goe to worke couragiouſly. Berray not the 
Stare and Church with any carnall and baſe fears. 7f 
1bebereanued of my children 1 ambereaued , was Ia«cobs 
concluſion. 1f 1 perifh. ? periſh, was Eſthers reſoluriens 
Let the ſame be yours allo. Ir is better ro periſh for a 
Kinedome, then with a Kingdome. If the Kingdome. 
periſh whocan hope to eſcape © If the Publicke wrack, 
who can hope to ſaue his priuace ſtake © it is a folly 
when the whole Ship is in danger ſo to take care for 
ones priuate Cabin, as not to put onesſeife in danger 
to ſauethe Ship. If the Ship drowne, what becomes 
of the Cabins then? I ſay nomoreburas 2 Chron. 9, 
11. Deale couragionſly,and the Lord will be with the good, 
Thus we ſee the materialls wherewith, and the man- 
ner how this ſauing Arke muſt bee built, Now the 
Lord giue all you Noebs and Parliament Arke= 
wrights, hearts to ſay as Nehemiah ſpake of building 
the wall of Jeruſalem. Nehem.2.20, The God of hea- 
wen he will proſper vs, therefore we his ſernants will ariſe 
and build, You his ſeruants take notice of Gods faire 
warnings, take notice of our feares and dangers, take - 
notice of the hope and exp<Rations of the Churclar:; 
home and abroad,take notice of the eyes of the King» 
dome, andof all Chriftendomethar are vponggou, 
Doe you ariſe and bnild, and the God of heauen pro-_ 


ſper you. oy 


FIN1S. 


